except that he had a large retropharyngeal effusion of some sort sufficient to threaten respiratory obstruction. He had evidently come down on the crown of his head and had a fracture of the skull presumably from one jugular foramen to the other which led to the retropharyngeal effusion.
I instructed the attendant to send for me at once if respiratory trouble set in?I lived a few minutes' walk from the hospital?an hour or so later consciousness was returning definitely so I presumed that there was no fracture of the vertex and no pressure on the cerebral cortex.
The effusion did not increase and soon began to diminish so that it was not necessary to do anything beyond nursing. He Those who wait with unconsciousness for something favourable to turn up will find that it is a funeral which turns up almost invariably.
Splinters of bone driven through the dura mater into the brain, we occasionally come across, from a heavy blow of a semi-sharp weapon. There is a free outlet for blood in such cases, hence they should be treated by ordinary surgical principles.
Apart from these splintered cases haemorrhage into the pia arachnoid hardly ever occurs. In splintered cases in which the splinter cuts through the dura mater there may be a mere trace of haemorrhage in the pia arachnoid, but so little that it is of no practical importance and can safely be left there. In fact it is so attached to the membranes that the insignificant film could not be removed. [March, 1936 
